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InsideCatholic's Summer 2008 Reading List 

6/27/08 

 

 

 

he staff and friends of InsideCatholic have a 

variety of interests and backgrounds. But we do 

have one thing in common: We all enjoy reading.  

In the hopes that you're a reader as well, we 

thought we'd share some of the better titles we've 

recently come across. You should find something here 

for every interest and temperament -- from fiction to 

history, light to complex.  

If you do pick up a copy of a book we recommend, 

let us know what you think of it. And by all means, 

please add your own personal picks in the Comments 

section.  

 

ǅǅǅ 

 

As I have mentioned previously, this is the 100th 

anniversary of Chesterton's Orthodoxy. Whether you 

have or have not read it before, it really should be read 

again, it is such a profound and delightful book.  

Msgr. Robert Sokololwski's new book 

Phenomenology of the Human Person is one of the 

really fine books to have been published in a long time. 

It is a remarkable study in the meaning of truth and its 

relation to our experience and capacity to speak of it.  

Another book that I have learned an enormous 

amount from is Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger's 

Eschatology: Death and Eternal Life, a book that was 

published in English by the Catholic University of 

America Press in 1988. All the theoretic background of 

Spe Salvi is here. If you read these three books this 

summer, plus Spe Salvi, you will come close to knowing 

everything about what is really the point of human 

existence. 

 

Rev. James V. Schall, S. J., teaches political science at 

Georgetown University. His latest book, The Order of 

Things, is recently published by Ignatius Press. 

 

ǅǅǅ 

 

Jesus of Nazareth, by Benedict XVI 

Benedict's handling of Scripture (law, prophets, 

psalms, synoptics, Johannine, Pauline, and Petrine 

texts) is glorious -- and magisterial. Also his irenic but 

mordant scrutiny of the disastrous drift of biblical 

studies for the last 150 years.  

T 

http://insidecatholic.com/Joomla/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=3519&Itemid=48
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1604591625/insidecatcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0521717663/insidecatcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0813215161/insidecatcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1586171976/insidecatcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1586171976/insidecatcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0385523416/insidecatcom-20
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Christian Spirituality in the Catholic Tradition, by Jordan 

Aumann 

A complete canvass of "spirituality" from the apostolic 

age to the 20th century. Immensely rewarding. 

 

A Catholic Replies to Professor Dawkins, Thomas Crean, 

O.P.  

This Dominican philosopher mounts a crushing 

rejoinder to the apostle and high priest of the "new" 

atheism. 

 

Tom Howard is retired from 40 years of teaching English 

in private schools, college, and seminary in England and 

America. 

  

ǅǅǅ 

 

The Last Princess: The Devoted Life of Queen Victoria's 

Youngest Daughter, by Matthew Dennison 

A fascinating read, bringing to life the completely 

vanished Britain of the 19th century, the veneration in 

which Queen Victoria was held, and the mixture of 

magnificence and manipulation that she brought to her 

task as sovereign. Ideally, this should be read at or near 

Osborne on the Isle of Wight, overlooking the Solent, 

with a big pot of tea and a lot of strawberries. But 

anywhere will do. 

 

Letters from a Lost Generation: First World War Letters 

of Vera Brittain and Four Friends, edited by Alan Bishop 

and Mark Bostridge 

Tender and haunting, it will make you very, very 

solemn, and nothing else around you will be able to lift 

that for a while -- but the young men who are at the 

heart of this book deserve that. Impossible to put down 

until you reach the last page, and impossible to forget. 

 

Ratzinger's Faith: The Theology of Pope Benedict XVI, by 

Tracey Rowland 

If anyone has told you that Joseph Ratzinger's theology 

is hard to grasp, they are lying. Let this book be an 

introduction to his fascinating and refreshing insights 

into the Christian faith. You'll be startled and 

challenged, and you'll enjoy it all hugely, too. 

 

Joanna Bogle is an author and broadcaster living in 

London. 

  

ǅǅǅ 

 

I'm on a Tim Powers jag right now. The guy's amazing -

- as fertile an imagination as I've run across in some 

time. Mentored by Philip K. Dick (who dedicated Do 

Androids Dream of Electric Sheep? to him), Powers is 

an orthodox Catholic who writes what he calls "secret 

histories," tales of the fantastic that include historical 

characters. Powers makes it a rule to always make 

certain the known historical facts about the character 

fit the action of the novel. So if Kim Philby, the British 

double agent responsible for the betrayal of many 

Western operatives to the Soviets, was in a certain city 

on a certain date doing such and so, then Powers 

makes sure he is doing it in the story.  

But Powers, like a delightfully undemented Art Bell 

listener, then asks (in his novel Declare), "What was 

the character really doing? Why did he make that 

cryptic remark recorded by his biographer? What 

accounts for this anomaly in the historical record?" 

The answer will include djinn, fallen angels, MI-5, the 

horrors of Lubyanka prison, Noah's Ark, and a story 

that moves seamlessly from a John LeCarré-style spy 

thriller to a bizarre tale of the occult: "spycraft meets 

Lovecraft," as Powers puts it. 

So, for instance, when Lord Byron records in a 

letter that friends of his swear to seeing him in London 

on a particular date when Byron knows he was lying 

sick a-bed in Greece, Powers goes to work to provide 

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/089870068X/insidecatcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1871217709/insidecatcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0312376987/insidecatcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0312376987/insidecatcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1555533795/insidecatcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1555533795/insidecatcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0199207402/insidecatcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0345404475/insidecatcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0345404475/insidecatcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0345404475/insidecatcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0380798360/insidecatcom-20
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the real explanation in The Anubis Gates. That 

explanation will involve Egyptian sorcerers, an evil 

clown, time travel, and a magic spell for switching 

bodies, plus a great deal more. 

Similarly, in Three Days to Never, we will be thrown 

into a story in which Albert Einstein and Charlie Chaplin 

somehow play a role in creating a device that can alter 

the past and simply uncreate people by preventing their 

births -- all involving English professors, Israeli agents, 

and sinister cults that get their intelligence by 

consulting ghosts and employing a blind woman who 

can only see through the eyes of others. 

Highly recommended! 

 

Mark P. Shea is a senior editor at 

www.CatholicExchange.com and a columnist for 

InsideCatholic.com. Visit his blog at 

www.markshea.blogspot.com. 

 

ǅǅǅ 

 

I have just finished reading While Europe Slept by Bruce 

Bawer (Doubleday). Fascinating . . . and scary, too. If 

Bawer is correct, Western Europe is well on its way to 

being overwhelmed by expanding Muslim enclaves that 

cling to values incompatible with liberalism and 

democracy.  

I'm in the middle of reading a wonderful old novel 

(1946) by Helen Howe, We Happy Few, a satirical look 

at some Cambridge/Harvard types circa 1940. Often 

hilarious. For example, our heroine's mother believed 

that "Jesus Christ was a very, very good man who quite 

possibly never existed."  

I'm also rereading some of Plutarch's Lives, in 

particular those of Athenians of the 5th century BC: 

Themistocles, Aristides, Cimon, Pericles, Alcibiades, and 

Nicias. One never grows tired of Plutarch. 

David R. Carlin is the author of The Decline and Fall of 

the Catholic Church in America (Sophia Institute Press, 

2003). 

 

ǅǅǅ 

 

Willful Blindness: Memoir of the Jihad, by Andrew 

McCarthy 

I listened to McCarthy on the radio for nearly two hours 

talking about his experience prosecuting the "Blind 

Shiekh" for the 1993 bombing of the World Trade 

Center, and I was totally engrossed. McCarthy speaks 

with the voice of authority warming us that we accept 

politically correct views of Islam at our own peril.  

 

The Story of Edgar Sawtelle, by David Wroblewski 

One of those heavy-looking novels that surprise you 

with their lightness. This one reads beautifully from 

the first page and the story, and thus far, is seems 

totally original -- its doesn't derive from any kind of 

contemporary fiction I am familiar with.  

 

Life and Death Are Wearing Me Out, by Mo Yan 

A Chinese novelist writes about life under Mao in a 

fractured but entertaining style -- a novel about 

survival.  

 

Deal W. Hudson is the director of InsideCatholic.com 

and the author of Onward, Christian Soldiers: The 

Growing Political Power of Catholics and Evangelicals 

in the United States (Simon and Schuster, March 2008). 

 

ǅǅǅ 

 

The Life You Save May be Your Own, by Paul Elie 

This one's a few years old, but it's worth a look. Elie 

writes a fascinating and inspiring account of how 

Catholicism shaped the lives and writings of Dorothy 

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0441004016/insidecatcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0380976536/insidecatcom-20
http://www.catholicexchange.com/
http://www.insidecatholic.com/
http://www.markshea.blogspot.com/
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0767920058/insidecatcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/B000S8IPOW/insidecatcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0679600086/insidecatcom-20
http://www.sophiainstitute.com/productdetails.cfm?PC=277
http://www.sophiainstitute.com/productdetails.cfm?PC=277
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1594032130/insidecatcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0061374229/insidecatcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1559708530/insidecatcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1416524428/insidecatcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1416524428/insidecatcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1416524428/insidecatcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0374529213/insidecatcom-20
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Day, Thomas Merton, Flannery O'Connor, and Walker 

Percy. 

 

The Yiddish Policeman's Union, by Michael Chabon 

If you like a good mystery, but are deflated by the poor 

writing of the average summer thriller, there's hope! 

Chabon's novel, published last year and now available in 

paperback, is both a hard-boiled detective story and an 

alternative history: The setting is Sitka, Alaska, which 

replaces Israel as the Jewish refuge after World War II. 

 

Rob Roy, by Walter Scott 

Before J. K. Rowling, Scott was the Wizard of the North. 

He's at his best here: A young man trying to save his 

father from financial ruin finds himself caught up in the 

intrigues leading up to the Jacobite rebellion of 1715. 

Plenty of romance, action, and Scottish scenery -- and a 

fair share of anti-Catholic sentiment from the narrator. 

(I recommend the Oxford World's Classics paperback 

edition.) 

 

Christopher Scalia is an Assistant Professor of English at 

the University of Virginia's College at Wise. He joins 

InsideCatholic as our Literary Editor. 

 

ǅǅǅ 

 

Exiles, by Ron Hansen, is a slim volume of some of the 

most evocative prose it's been my pleasure to read. The 

novel is a fictionalized account of the tragic shipwreck 

of the Deutschland in 1875. Aboard were five young 

religious sisters, exiled victims of Bismarck's purgation 

of religious orders, en route to St. Louis via England. The 

morning after the wreck, a Jesuit seminarian, Gerard 

Manly Hopkins, read an account in the London papers 

of the death of the ship's passengers, and was moved to 

write his famous "The Wreck of the Deutschland." 

Hansen's story weaves in and out through the lives of 

the sisters and the Jesuit poet they had never met. 

Along the way, the reader catches glimpses of life at 

19th-century Oxford, tea with John Henry Newman, and 

the rigors and rewards of Jesuit formation at 

Stonyhurst. Don't miss this elegantly written novel by 

the author of Mariette in Ecstasy and The Assassination 

of Jesse James by the Coward Robert Ford -- and the 

entry under consideration in InsideCatholic's upcoming 

Book Club. 

Trianon: A Novel of Royal France, written by Elena 

Maria Vidal, sweeps one into the streets of 

Revolutionary France. This sympathetic portrayal of 

Marie Antoinette and Louis XVI has been meticulously 

researched, yet its history is offered as lightly as a one 

of Proust's Madeleines. Marie and Louis lean on their 

faith, grow in courage, and provide images of love and 

hope in a time of unremitting horror. This historical 

novel is suitable for older teens, too. 

Frankenstein, by Mary Shelley, is a classic whose 

relevance slashes through contemporary headlines. 

We modern societies are at war over the meaning of 

the human person; Shelley's artificially created 

"monster" has already asked what his place in the 

"human kingdom" might be. Does he have a soul? Was 

he stitched together from the good and the bad? It is 

impossible to read this novel without an immediate 

projection of its force onto our own near-future world 

of cloning, embryonic stem cell research,h and the 

manufacture of "surrogates" for body parts. The moral 

questions posed will chill your summer day. (Also treat 

yourself to the movie Mary Shelley's Frankenstein, 

starring Kenneth Branaugh and Robert De Niro.) 

 

Mary Jo Anderson is a contributing correspondent for 

www.WorldNetDaily.com and a columnist for 

InsideCatholic.com. She is also the co-author of Male 

and Female He Created Them: Questions and Answers 

on Marriage and Same Sex Unions (Catholic Answers). 

 

ǅǅǅ 

 

 

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0007149832/insidecatcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0192817639/insidecatcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0374150974/insidecatcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0060981180/insidecatcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0060976993/insidecatcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0060976993/insidecatcom-20
http://insidecatholic.com/Joomla/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=3927&Itemid=48
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0911845968/insidecatcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0743487583/insidecatcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/Mary-Shelleys-FRANKENSTEIN-WIDESCREEN-Original/dp/B000WPJTEQ/ref=sr_1_20?ie=UTF8&s=dvd&qid=1214512867&sr=1-20
http://www.worldnetdaily.com/
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A Severe Mercy, by Sheldon Vanauken 

This book has everything one could want in summer 

reading -- a true story of romance, conversion, and loss, 

with C. S. Lewis acting as best friend and spiritual parent 

to the narrator and, by extension, the reader. Be 

prepared to find Vanauken and his wife somewhat 

unsympathetic at the start of the tale -- their initial 

romantic bond is what Erich Fromm called a selfish 

"nation of two" -- but stick with it and you will discover 

a deep and compelling vision of Christian love. 

 

You Can Change the World, by Father James Keller 

The founder of the Christophers media ministry may not 

have been as compelling a writer as his contemporary 

Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen (whose Peace of Soul is 

another great summer-reading tome), but those 

wishing to share Catholic values this election season 

would do well to read his 1948 treatise on evangelizing 

the culture. Still in print and available from the 

Christophers (www.christophers.org), You Can Change 

the World is a quick, inspiring, and surprisingly relevant 

read, even for -- especially for -- those of faith who have 

been working in journalism and PR for some time. 

 

Dawn Eden is author of The Thrill of the Chaste: Finding 

Fulfillment While Keeping Your Clothes On (Thomas 

Nelson, 2006) and has been featured on NBC's Today 

show and EWTN's Life on the Rock. She lives in 

Washington, D.C. Visit her online at 

thrillofthechaste.com or her blog, The Dawn Patrol.  

 

ǅǅǅ 

 

Heavy Weather, by P. G. Wodehouse 

Summer-weight comedy of manners from the 

undisputed master of such things. Part of Wodehouse's 

lesser known (compared to his Jeeves stories) Blandings 

Castle series, Heavy Weather is a sweet cocktail 

containing all the usual PGW ingredients -- bumbling 

peers, imperious grandes-dames, and vapid young men 

of leisure; mistaken identities, sundered romances, and 

reversals of fortune -- measured and mixed to 

perfection. Sip with pleasure. 

  

Fit for Eternal Life, by Kevin Vost 

Early January is usually more closely associated with 

fitness resolutions, but I think summer is the perfect 

time to turn our attention to those physical needs that 

are all too easy to neglect when the days are short and 

sweaters thick. Fit for Eternal Life is the rare -- perhaps 

unique -- fitness book that integrates Catholic 

spirituality and classical wisdom into a practical plan 

for strength training, cardio, and diet. Here's a book 

that will not only make you stronger and healthier (in 

my case, it also broke me of bad habits I'd picked up in 

many years of sporadic self-directed gym-going), but 

helps focus your pursuit of physical fitness on its 

proper ends: namely, God's glory, and the vigorous 

service of others. 

 

Interrogations at Noon, by Dana Gioia 

I lack the vocabulary and training to praise intelligently 

the work of Catholic poet (and current NEA chairman) 

Dana Gioia, but I know that I like what I read -- 

particularly in Interrogations, Gioia's third and most 

recent collection. Here are poems about the soul and 

the interior life, free of piety; about human emotion, 

memory, and loss, stripped of sentimentality. The 

styles are a diverse mix (though a majority are vers 

libre), but each poem displays a precise use of 

language -- in terms of diction, sound, flavor, rhythm -- 

that reminds me of Eliot or Pound or Wallace Stevens. 

If you want to change things up a little this summer 

and get some contemporary Catholic poetry into your 

system, you could do no better. 

 

 

Why the Democrats are Blue: Secular Liberalism and 

the Decline of the People's Party, by Mark Stricherz 

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0060688246/insidecatcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0818912340/insidecatcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0892439157/insidecatcom-20
http://www.christophers.org/
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/084991311X/insidecatcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/084991311X/insidecatcom-20
http://www.thrillofthechaste.com/
http://dawneden.blogspot.com/
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0141181966/insidecatcom-20
http://www.sophiainstitute.com/productdetails.cfm?sku=310
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1555973183/insidecatcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/159403205X/insidecatcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/159403205X/insidecatcom-20
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The subject of the Democratic Party’s longtime ties of 

intimacy with the Catholic Church, and the pair's latter-

day estrangement, has interested me for years, but 

especially since I edited David Carlin's Can a Catholic Be 

a Democrat? in 2006. From what I hear, Why the 

Democrats Are Blue from InsideCatholic's own Mark 

Stricherz both complements Carlin's understanding and 

advances it -- showing not only that these two great 

institutions have diverged, but chronicling how it 

happened. When I'm reclined on beach or patio this 

summer, Stricherz's book will be at my elbow. 

 

Todd M. Aglialoro is the editor for Sophia Institute Press 

and a columnist and blogger for 

www.InsideCatholic.com. 

 

ǅǅǅ 

 

Eifelheim, by Michael Flynn 

Set primarily in 14th-century Germany, this novel 

focuses on Father Dietrich, a Paris-educated scholar 

who has come to live in a small village to escape what 

we are led to believe is a dark past. Father Dietrich is 

the town sage, to whom everyone turns for wisdom as 

well as sacraments, and as the story begins, the town is 

experiencing a phenomenon that requires lots of 

explaining -- a massive buildup of static electricity (an 

unknown phenomenon to the people of the town) that 

sets everyone on edge. A glow emanates from the 

forest, and when Father Dietrich goes to investigate, he 

discovers that strange, grasshopper-like aliens have 

crash-landed in the woods.  

His first instinct on seeing one of the badly 

wounded creatures is to baptize it -- which he 

immediately doubts was the right thing to do. Did the 

creature have a soul? Had he committed a sacrilege? 

The stage is therefore set for a story woven with deep 

philosophical and theological questions, as a race of 

beings from across the universe comes directly into 

contact with medieval Catholic scholasticism while 

trying to survive in an unfamiliar world and find their 

way back home. 

 

Path to Rome, by Hilaire Belloc 

Belloc is one of my favorite Catholic writers, and here 

describes his first pilgrimage to Rome. Inspired while 

walking through the valley where he was born in France 

and praying there before a statue of the Blessed 

Mother, Belloc vowed to walk to Rome to take 

advantage of nothing with wheels, to hear Mass every 

morning, and to be present at St. Peter's Basilica for 

High Mass on the feast of Sts. Peter and Paul. The book 

is filled with adventure, delightful encounters, and 

Belloc's highly enjoyable wit. Written in 1902, the story 

paints a picture of pre-war Europe still attached to its 

Catholic roots and is an early example of excellent 

narrative non-fiction. 

 

The Heresy of Formlessness, by Martin Mosebach 

German novelist Martin Mosebach wrote this modern 

classic not long before the papal motu proprio on the 

Traditional Latin Mass, Summorum Pontificum. It 

approaches the question of post-Vatican II liturgy from 

the perspective of an author and aesthete rather than 

from the more well-worn perspective of a theologian. 

Mosebach's book is a rich, poetic examination of the 

Faith as expressed through signs and sacraments, and 

he makes compelling anthropological and anecdotal 

arguments that what made the change in liturgy 

following the council destructive was the way it cast 

off the beauty and formality of the old ways in favor of 

a liturgy where reverence was really only one option 

among many.  

Mosebach examines the way abrupt changes in the 

way we worship -- like changing our posture for 

receiving communion from kneeling to standing -- 

affects our psychology regarding the sacrament and 

how serious it should be taken at all. For anyone who 

longs for more beautiful liturgy, even if they have no 

specific affinity to the Gregorian rite, the book is a 

compelling and enjoyable read.  

http://www.sophiainstitute.com/productdetails.cfm?sku=191
http://www.sophiainstitute.com/productdetails.cfm?sku=191
http://www.insidecatholic.com/
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0765319101/insidecatcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/159547854X/insidecatcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1586171275/insidecatcom-20
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Orthodoxy, by G.K. Chesterton 

I recommend this book for two reasons: It's the 

quintessential work by Chesterton, and though I was 

aware of it at least since college, I only read it for the 

first time just recently. I imagine that despite its status 

as a Catholic classic, many Catholics may also not have 

read this excellent book. Orthodoxy is sort of a spiritual 

autobiography for Chesterton, and it looks at the world 

and the faith through his unique perspective, which is 

essentially that described by H. L. Mencken: "The Latin 

Church, which I constantly find myself admiring, despite 

its frequent astonishing imbecilities, has always kept 

clearly before it the fact that religion is not a syllogism, 

but a poem." Chesterton's chapter titled "The Ethics of 

Elfland" elucidates this idea rather beautifully, and I've 

gone back to it on more than one occasion to help me 

explain some aspect of the Faith when I needed a 

description more poetic than those found in my 

Catechism.  

 

Steve Skojec is a columnist and blogger for 

InsideCatholic.com. He writes from Northern Virginia. 

Visit his blog at www.SteveSkojec.com. 

 

ǅǅǅ 

 

City of God, by Augustine 

This is one of those Christian classics that I have never 

read. Augustine writes about Christianity's relationship 

with competing religions and philosophies, as well as to 

the Roman government. It also deals with issues of God, 

martyrdom, and other Christian philosophies. Given 

that I live in Rome and love Augustine, I thought it was 

high time that I read this! 

 

Introduction to Christianity, by Joseph Cardinal 

Ratzinger 

This is a great book that really captures the mind of the 

man we call pope. Cardinal Ratzinger gives his spiritual 

outlook on the foundations of Christianity. With his 

encyclopedic knowledge of scripture and history, it's a 

book that is worth reading slowly. 

 

Rule of Four, by Ian Caldwell and Dustin Thomason 

It's a page turner -- a smart man's Da Vinci Code. The 

story is set in Princeton, 1999, on the eve of graduation. 

Two students are on the verge of solving the mystery of 

a Renaissance text famous for its hypnotic power that 

has eluded scholars for centuries. 

 

 

Habit of Being, by Flannery O'Connor 

We've been getting tastes of this from Zoe's Flannery 

Friday posts. If you are a Flannery fan, this gives insight 

into her life, personality, and work. It's a compilation 

of O'Connor's correspondence with friends and 

acquaintances, in which some of her simple but 

profound insights into faith and the human condition 

are revealed. 

 

Irene Lagan is a journalist for Vatican Radio and a 

columnist and blogger for InsideCatholic.com. She 

writes from Rome.  

 

ǅǅǅ 

 

Grand New Party: How Republicans Can Win the 

Working Class and Save the American Dream, by Ross 

Douthat and Reihan Salam 

This is the rare conservative book that urges 

Republicans to court working-class voters. (Are you 

listening, John McCain? Americans without a four-year 

college degree represent nearly three in five voters.) 

Douthat, the author of Privilege: Harvard and the 

Education of the Ruling Class, and Salam are both 

young editors at the Atlantic Monthly. The book limns 

the political history of blue-collar workers and the two 

political parties. And it proposes using government tax 

policy to address domestic problems faced by ordinary 

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1604591625/insidecatcom-20
http://www.insidecatholic.com/
http://www.steveskojec.com/
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0140448942/insidecatcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1586170295/insidecatcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0440241359/insidecatcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0374521042/insidecatcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0385519435/insidecatcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0385519435/insidecatcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1401307558/insidecatcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1401307558/insidecatcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1401307558/insidecatcom-20
http://www.theatlantic.com/
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Americans, especially weak families, lack of health care, 

and bad schools. The authors' proposal to encourage a 

parent to get out of the workforce and stay home with 

the raising of his or her child should appeal to Catholics.  

 

Nixonland: The Rise of a President and the Fracturing of 

America, by Rick Perlstein 

I am wary of this book. Perlstein is the author of the 

acclaimed Before the Storm: Barry Goldwater and the 

Unmaking of the American Consensus. It seeks to blame 

Richard Nixon primarily for causing the polarization of 

American politics, rather than the New Left and the 

liberal revolutionaries on the McGovern Commission; 

Perlstein dug through only five or six archives and relied 

extensively on second-hand material; and it betrays no 

understanding of the immense role the Church played 

in immediate post-war American life. Still: This is the 

book for those fascinated with American history from 

1965 to 1972 and want a compulsive, rollicking-good 

read. 

 

Danny Gospel, by David Athey 

All I know about this book is that the author, who has 

taught creative writing at universities, e-mailed me to 

ask if I would like a copy; Amy Welborn wrote that the 

author possesses "a Catholic sacramental sensibility" (Is 

there any other?); and that part of the novel takes place 

in Iowa, the beloved home state of my wife. That's 

enough for me.  

 

Mark Stricherz is the author of Why the Democrats Are 

Blue: Secular Liberalism and the Decline of the People's 

Party (Encounter Books) and a columnist for 

InsideCatholic.com. 

 

ǅǅǅ 

 

The Hobbit, by J. R. R. Tolkien, narrated by Rob Inglis 

I've never been a big fan of books on tape, so when my 

sister suggested we listen to The Hobbit on a recent 

road trip, I thought it must be in protest of my incessant 

nattering. But this was a treat: Rob Inglis has that 

perfect sonorous British accent for Tolkien's fantastical 

tales -- and yes, he does all the characters' voices. This 

version also has the distinction of being the only 

unabridged copy of the book available on disc (he also 

has releases of the complete Lord of the Rings series as 

well). When you're tempted to chuck the kids out the 

window on those long road trips this summer, try 

popping this in the stereo instead. 

 

A Soldier of the Great War, by Mark Helprin 

A sweeping historical novel that recounts the life of 

Alessandro Giuliani, a young Italian student of 

aesthetics coming of age just as World War I is sinking 

Europe in chaos. An unwilling soldier, Alessandro sees 

it all -- death, destruction, desertion, execution . . . the 

near-total annihilation of everything and everyone he 

holds dear. And yet, he's unable to completely give in 

to the madness around him, clinging instead to a hope 

that he himself barely understands, one that dogs him 

through his long life. A beautifully told story of war, 

revenge, beauty, love, and faith -- there's truly 

something for everyone here.  

 

Margaret Cabaniss is the managing editor of 

InsideCatholic.com. 

 

ǅǅǅ 

 

Invitation to the Classics, edited by Louise Cowan and 

Os Guinness 

This handsome book is your essential guide to the 

literary classics. Guinness seeks to introduce the 

essentials of the Western canon in a "clear and simple 

style that is mature in seriousness and tone and 

Christian in perspective." Reading the classics can be 

pretty daunting at times, but true to its title, Cowan 

and Guinness make good on their "invitation" by 

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0743243021/insidecatcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0743243021/insidecatcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0809028581/insidecatcom-20
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http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0764204440/insidecatcom-20
http://amywelborn.wordpress.com/2008/06/05/danny-gospel/
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http://whydemocratsblue.com/
http://whydemocratsblue.com/
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0788789821/insidecatcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0156031132/insidecatcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/080106810X/insidecatcom-20
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providing well-written biographical and historical 

sketches, not to mention beautiful art and portraits of 

authors, that whet the appetite and will soon have you 

heading to the bookstore to pick up that classic you've 

always wanted to read.  

 

The Temperament God Gave You, by Art & Laraine 

Bennett 

Have you ever been in a situation where your friends 

debate what temperament you each have? It's an 

amusing scenario, if not confusing. I just got this book in 

the mail, and even having only read a few pages so far, 

I'm recommending it based on the fascinating subject 

matter. I believe myself to be phlegmatic, but I'm 

prepared for a different verdict after I'm done with the 

book. I look forward to being entertained and edified. 

 

Agnes Bunagan is the development associate for 

InsideCatholic.com. 

 

ǅǅǅ 

 

In Defense of Food: An Eater's Manifesto, by Michael 

Pollan 

It's hard not to like a book that begins with: "Eat food. 

Not too much. Mostly plants." Or maybe that's just me. 

Pollan's latest book, on the heels of his best-selling The 

Omnivore's Dilemma, looks at the rise of "nutritionism" 

and proposes a way of eating that focuses on real food. 

The prevailing nutrient-by-nutrient approach to food, 

Pollan argues, has destroyed the pleasures of the table, 

and ultimately our physical health and cultural 

traditions. Pollan's writing is reason enough to pick up 

this short read. You may even find yourself adopting his 

eater's manifesto. 

The Seven Principles for Making Marriage Work: A 

Practical Guide from the Country's Foremost Marriage 

Expert, by John Gottman and Nan Silver 

John Gottman has spent years using rigorous scientific 

procedures to study the habits of married couples in 

detail. This book is the culmination of his work and 

focuses on seven principles that make marriages last. 

Gottman's research flies in the face of the prevailing 

wisdom of marriage exerts, challenging the assumption 

that communication is key to a happy marriage, and 

debunking many myths about divorce. Gottman can 

predict, with a 91 percent degree of accuracy, whether 

a couple will last, after spending just five minutes 

watching them interact. The book is informative and 

offers questionnaires and exercises for enhancing your 

marriage.  

 

Overthrown: America's Century of Regime Change from 

Hawaii to Iraq, by Stephen Kinzer 

This was a hard one to put down. Kinzer, formerly a 

foreign correspondent for the New York Times and a 

best-selling author, argues that regime change has 

been dominant in American foreign policy for over 100 

years. Beginning with the toppling of Hawaii's 

monarchy in 1893, he explores the various foreign 

governments the United States has formally or 

informally had a hand in overthrowing -- whether it be 

for political, ideological, or economic reasons -- and 

almost always for the worse. Kinzer weakens the book 

by presenting caricatures of a few major players and 

making some far-reaching assertions. That said, he's a 

masterful storyteller of complicated foreign policy. 

Whether or not you find his premise substantiated, the 

book is compelling. 

 

Zoe Romanowsky is a development consultant for 

InsideCatholic.com. 

 

ǅǅǅ 

 

Deep Economy: The Wealth of Communities and the 

Durable Future, by Bill McKibben 

In Deep Economy, McKibben makes the argument for 

moving away from a "growth" economy that is 

http://www.sophiainstitute.com/productdetails.cfm?PC=298
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1594201455/insidecatcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0752837265/insidecatcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0752837265/insidecatcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0752837265/insidecatcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0805082409/insidecatcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0805082409/insidecatcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0805087222/insidecatcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0805087222/insidecatcom-20
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currently held as the model for prosperity and national 

well-being. Instead, he proposes embracing more local 

economies -- think mom-and-pop diners, radio stations 

that follow local sports, and family-owned and operated 

farms. McKibben concedes that this will mean saying 

good-bye to Walmart-cheap prices, but the trade-off is 

closer-knit communities, vibrant local culture, and more 

equitable spread of wealth. He also examines why 

pushing growth economies on developing nations is 

ruinous to their communities and way of life. Catholic 

readers will no doubt see principles of subsidiarity in 

McKibben's thesis. 

 

See You in a Hundred Years: Four Seasons in Forgotten 

America, by Logan Ward 

Tired of the rat race in the Big Apple, Logan Ward and 

his wife yearn for the simple life. In an extreme move, 

they abandon their jobs, their comfortable New York 

City lifestyle, and move with their one-year-old son to 

the foothills of Virginia where they fulfill their dream of 

living for an entire year as their ancestors did one 

hundred years ago -- no car, no electricity, no running 

water. See You in a Hundred Years follows the Ward 

family as they live off the land and achieve self-

sufficiency (sometimes with the help of their concerned 

neighbors). The Wards find that the "simple life" isn't so 

simple, but it brings them closer in innumerable ways. 

t's something their complex lives in New York City could 

never give them.  

 

Chez Panisse Vegetables, by Alice Waters 

We were asked to review books we're currently reading 

-- and, as it turns out, I'm currently reading a cookbook. 

I picked this up because we've decided to work more 

local, organic foods into our diet -- which means we've 

been frequenting our farmer's market and have been 

encountering all kinds of unusual vegetables that I'm 

not quite certain how to prepare. Enter Chez Panisse 

Vegetables by Alice Waters, a pioneer in the "eat local" 

movement. This book is a wonderful compendium of 

preparations for all kinds of vegetables you would find 

at your local farmer's market. Alphabetically ordered, 

Waters gives a quick summary of the nature of each 

vegetable and offers several simple recipes to prepare 

it. This book has been a welcome addition to my 

cookbook collection, and I'm quite thankful to now 

know what to do with that Mediterranean squash 

that's sitting my fridge. 

 

Ann Waterman is the business manager of 

InsideCatholic.com. 

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1933771151/insidecatcom-20
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Google and Ye Shall Find: The Internet and the New 

Evangelization 
Jennifer Fulwiler| Column 

6/21/08

eople usually laugh when they hear me say that 

I think the Internet age will lead to mass 

conversions to orthodox Christianity. Anyone 

who's spent much time online knows that the ratio of 

sites with base or immoral content to those with 

spiritually edifying content is approximately a zillion to 

one, so what makes me think this new medium could 

possibly be a good thing for the Church? 

Having a background in Web site development and 

marketing, and having observed Internet culture for 

years, I believe a strong case can be made that the 

particular type of communication that the Internet 

facilitates will lead lost souls to discover truth more 

readily than any medium that has come before it. 

This is a subject with which I have some personal 

experience. Up until about three years ago, I was one of 

those lost souls. I was a lifelong atheist -- a militant 

atheist. Eventually I developed a mild curiosity as to 

whether there might be something more to life than 

meets the eye, so I began searching for God -- literally. 

Not knowing where else to turn, I began typing search 

terms into Google. I even started a blog. It started out 

as a simple thought experiment, a half-hearted search 

for answers to some philosophical questions. I could 

never have imagined where it would end: My husband 

and I both entered the Catholic Church just two years 

later, and have been practicing Catholics ever since. 

There are three defining characteristics that make 

the Internet unlike any medium the world has seen 

before -- and because of these three traits, I believe my 

husband and I are among the first of many new 

converts who will be flooding into the Catholic Church 

during the Internet age. 

  

 

1. The Internet is Interactive 

When I first started paying attention to discussions of 

religion online, I was satisfied to see no shortage of 

content that mirrored my own atheistic views. I 

encountered the same arguments for the godless 

worldview that I'd heard from friends and family 

members my entire life, and that I'd often made 

myself. And yet, there was something different about 

these arguments when made online: the combox. A 

hallmark of Internet publishing is that authors allow 

readers to immediately respond in a comments box (or 

"combox"), a form field attached to their articles -- and 

this quick and easy feedback changes everything. 

I watched with great interest as Christians and 

atheists debated one another on various Web sites and 

forums across the Internet. At first, I almost flinched 

when I'd see a Christian enter the debate. I'd always 

had the impression that it was only we atheists who 

could ask the tough questions and whose worldview 

could withstand intense scrutiny. I expected the 

Christians to get crushed. 

But as the debates played out, it became obvious 

that any intellectually honest person had to admit that 

these Christians had some basis for their beliefs. 

Actually, it started to seem that they might be the ones 

with reason on their side. I thought I had some good 

questions for Christians, and I did. But it turned out 

that they had some good questions for me, too. 

In an interactive medium, falsehoods are called 

out, bad or incomplete ideas collapse under the weight 

of cross-examination, and anyone honestly seeking the 

truth will recognize it when they see it. Whatever our 

belief systems, we can't isolate ourselves online the 

way we can in real life. In my case that meant that 

instead of being affirmed in my beliefs by my atheist 
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friends, I bumped into Christians and was forced to 

confront their ideas in a way I'd never had to before. 

Over and over again I noticed that it was only the 

Christians -- and Catholics in particular -- whose belief 

system didn't crack under the pressure of a flood of 

tough questions. 

 

2. The Internet is Open to All 

The Internet is an open-access, unrestricted medium, 

open to all. Anyone with something to say can say it 

publicly. Publishing is no longer the realm of those who 

have the time to write books, the education to polish 

them up, and the connections to get them published. 

The power of the elite to control information is gone. 

This means more ideas, more questions, and more rapid 

answers that are more finely tailored to each person's 

individual concerns. Because the Internet is so pervasive 

and unrestricted, you see the theology of working 

people. That is, you see what works in everyday life, and 

not just in the ivory tower. 

 

3. The Internet is Informal 

This is the biggest and most important difference 

between the Internet and more traditional media: For 

the first time, we have a forum where we can see what 

people publish when their guard is down. Reading blogs 

and other personal publications is like eavesdropping on 

the thought processes of the masses. It was in the 

comboxes, the forums, the obscure blogs that the 

authors thought nobody read, that I encountered living, 

breathing Christianity. Here was true Christianity, not 

the distorted straw men set up by atheists to mock and 

knock down. This window into the lives of ordinary 

Christians revealed to me that, yes, Christians really do 

believe the tenets of their religion, and that those 

beliefs make a striking difference in their lives. I felt a 

bit like a spectator in ancient Rome watching Christians 

die in the Coliseum. I arrived expecting to laugh and 

jeer; I left puzzled and intrigued by what might be 

motivating these people.  

More information will always benefit orthodox 

Christianity because it has the truth on its side. And in 

the Internet age, we have abundant material to appeal 

to both the intellect and the heart. As I discovered 

myself, amidst this wealth of information even the 

most hard-headed nonbeliever can't help but find 

truth, even if only halfheartedly looking.  

 

Jennifer Fulwiler is the author of ConversionDiary.com, 

where she writes about her experiences with 

Catholicism after a life of atheism. 

http://www.conversiondiary.com/
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Gay Marriage and the Slippery Slope to Polygamy 
David Mills | Column 

6/23/08 

he juxtaposition of same-sex "marriage" being 

approved in California with the raid on the Texan 

polygamists seems to have made a few people 

ponder the logical connection between homosexuality 

and polygamy -- and, in some cases unhappily, reflect 

that former senator Rick Santorum was right when he 

said the Supreme Court's Lawrence decision would lead 

to sexual arrangements few people now approve. 

And if so, the Unitarians will have gotten there first. 

A few years ago, a group called Unitarian Universalists 

for Polyamory Awareness declared that they wanted to 

"take their place beside the divorced, the intentionally 

single, gays and lesbians, bisexuals and transgendered 

people as fully accepted people." They defined 

"polyamory" as "the philosophy and practice of loving 

or relating intimately to more than one person at a time 

with honesty and integrity." 

They held a workshop at the Unitarians' General 

Assembly that year, and issued a report afterward. 

According to Peter Steinfels in the New York Times, 

The group is quick to distinguish polyamory from 

"swinging" or "cheating." Polyamory "involves 

intentional open long-term loving relationships," not 

recreational or covert sexual activity. U.U.P.A. speakers 

at the workshop left open whether polyamory was "a 

choice or a genetic predilection," the report said, but 

they urged that being "openly polyamorous" should be 

as accepted as being openly gay and not subjected to 

prejudicial "labels such as 'adulterer.'" 

The Unitarian Universalists' public information 

officer called the group "cutting-edge in the sense that 

its time has not yet come -- but I wouldn't want to say it 

won't." 

 Its time will come, I am sure, and not only in the 

Unitarian Universalist Association. It will come in the 

mainline Protestant churches and the dissenting 

Catholic groups. It will come with bells on. Polyamory's 

time will come for all of them, because they have 

already approved it in principle. Only an unadmitted 

and irrational conservatism keeps them from leaping to 

approve polyamory as an alternative lifestyle. 

 

The average liberal still seems to believe in 

monogamy. He believes in the temporary sort called 

"serial monogamy," but he insists that you should only 

have sex with someone, and just one someone, with 

whom you are in "a committed relationship." You may 

climb into bed with only one person at a time, for a 

period that should last some years, and only if the two 

of you have some sort of formal commitment, so that 

others will recognize you as a couple. 

The liberal wants to extend this privilege to people 

who desire sex with their own sex, and wants to let 

people try again if their current commitment fails. 

("Fails" is a word he usually defines to include 

boredom and the transfer of one's affections to 

another, both covered, or covered up, with words like 

"growth, "forgiveness," "pastoral sensitivity," and "the 

need to move on.") 

As I say, he believes in monogamy, but his 

theology does not in any way require him to believe in 

it. He does not accept the biblical and traditional 

restrictions. He believes that sex and marriage are 

primarily modes of self-actualization, and that they 

depend upon a continuing mutual commitment. He 

believes that sexual desire (for an adult, anyway) is 

part of "who you are," and that a man must be able to 

act upon his desires if humanly possible. 

He may not always speak this way. He will often 

use the traditional language, and use it sincerely. But 

note what he says and what he does not say: Does he 

ever speak of "the bond of matrimony," or in other 

ways say marriage is not easily escaped? Does he ever 

T 
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invoke the traditional causes of marriage, like the 

procreation of children and the prevention of 

fornication? 

No, of course not. He talks about love and 

fulfillment. He talks about personal happiness. He talks 

about freedom. And he talks of these as if they were 

rights the Church must serve. 

Think of how he argues for homosexual marriages. 

He does not refer to any biblical rule, except to argue 

that it does not apply. Most of the time he tells stories 

of homosexual couples suffering because they cannot 

solemnize their relationships that, despite the Church's 

rejection, have made them happy, and helped them 

make others happy, too. They say that they love each 

other and therefore must be free to marry in Church. It 

is the only way they can be fully who they are. In other 

words, he argues as if marriage were a way to self-

actualization, to which we have a right. 

 

Hearing all this, the polyamorist naturally demands the 

right to "relate" (now there's a euphemism) to more 

than one person at a time. It is what he wants, what 

fulfills him, part of "Who I am." In insisting that one 

ought to have sex only with someone for whom one has 

forsaken all others, the sexual liberal is, on his own 

grounds, just clinging to a tradition and to social mores 

he does not believe in. The polyamorist takes the 

liberal's principles and draws the logical conclusion. 

And so one can plot the trajectory of 

polyamorousness easily enough: It has started with the 

Unitarians and it will end with the Episcopalians, 

Lutherans, Presbyterians, and We Are Church. Once you 

have replaced the Dos and Don'ts of Christianity with 

some idea of sex as self-actualization, you cannot 

rationally resist anyone who wants to be more liberal 

than you are, and there will always be someone more 

liberal than you are. Begin with the principles of sexual 

liberalism, and reason is always on the side of the 

person who wants to be more liberal still. 

You want contraception; someone else wants easy 

divorce. You want easy divorce; someone else wants 

homosexual marriages. You want homosexual 

marriages; someone else wants threesomes. You want 

threesomes; someone else wants children. You want 

children; someone else wants sheep. And his reason for 

wanting sheep will be just as good as yours for wanting 

contraception or easy divorce or homosexual marriages. 

At some point, of course, most sexual liberals will 

say, "But I don't want that!" Nevertheless, the liberal 

cannot say no to the man more daring than he. To resist 

his proposal to increase sexual freedom -- meaning 

receiving wide social approval for having sex with more 

than one person within a shorter period of time than 

hitherto allowed -- you must give a reason for 

resisting, and reasons for resisting one thing have a 

way of ruling out many things you would like to keep 

ruled in. 

A reason for saying no to threesomes may well 

turn out to be a reason for saying no to homosexual 

marriages, and a reason for saying no to homosexual 

marriages may well turn out to be a reason for saying 

no to easy divorce, and a reason for saying no to easy 

divorce may well turn out to be a reason for saying no 

to contraception. It may not, of course, but the risk is 

too great to run. 

Hence you must never say no to any expansion of 

sexual freedom, even if you do not want to go so far 

yourself. And hence my certainty that the Unitarian 

Universalists for Polyamory Awareness will eventually 

succeed, not only in the Unitarian/Universalist 

Association but in the mainline churches as well. The 

polyamorist leaving Susan's house to drive to Linda's, 

while planning tomorrow's meetings with Caitlin and 

Betty, lives the life the sexual liberal of today has 

provided, but more thoroughly than the liberal feels he 

can. 

 

David Mills is the editor of Touchstone magazine, "a 

journal of mere Christianity." He and his family were 

received into the Church in 2001. 

http://www.touchstonemag.com/
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Ralph Reed Writes a Novel? 
Deal W. Hudson | Column 

6/23/08 

hen Ralph Reed told me he was writing a 

political novel, I had my doubts. That Reed 

is a multi-talented man is beyond doubt -- 

he is in the top rank of political strategists. 

Furthermore, his work as executive director of the 

Christian Coalition between 1989 and 1997 changed 

American politics by bringing the voice of religious 

conservatives into the political mainstream. 

But it's one thing to plan and implement campaigns; 

it's quite another to recreate an election in the 

imaginary world of fiction. 

As I sat down to read the book, I wondered if I 

would want to go beyond the first few pages of Dark 

Horse: A Political Thriller, but knew I'd feel obligated to 

finish it because Reed is a friend. (For every book I 

complete, I probably put three or four aside because 

they fail to hold my interest.) 

Dark Horse not only held my interest, but also made 

me wonder if Reed should quit his day job. His novel is a 

fast-moving tale about modern politics, marketed as a 

page-turning thriller, but laced with the moral insight of 

a Tom Wolfe. In fact, allusions to Wolfe's novel about 

Atlanta, A Man in Full, where Reed lives, are scattered 

throughout the book. 

I know fairly quickly if a novel will appeal to me. The 

English novelist Wyndham Lewis recommended what he 

called the "taxi-cab driver test" for fiction. Lewis would 

ask taxi drivers, straightforward men with broad 

experience of human nature, to read the first page of a 

novel to decide whether it was worth continuing. 

I started Dark Horse at the beach while on vacation 

in Ocean City, Maryland, with my son -- and from the 

very first page, I was hooked. It was not just well-

written; it put me in the middle of intrigue at a national 

political convention in a way I found entirely believable, 

compelling, and very entertaining. 

A taste: 

Everyone in the room had earned their way here, 

fighting and clawing their way up the sheer, craggy 

rock of American politics, but all their years of 

plotting had not prepared them for this hysteria. 

Senior staff fought off the combined effects of 

caffeine, alcohol, and exhaustion. They screamed 

into walkie-talkies, while $500-an-hour lawyers 

gathered at a conference table, pouring over 

delegate lists and plotting strategy for the 

impending fight over the credential committee 

report. 

Yes, Reed's prose contains the occasion cliché 

("fighting and clawing"), but the energy and 

authenticity of his storytelling kept me from dwelling 

on them. 

Reed's story begins with the Democrats turning 

down a Virginia delegation, taking the nomination 

away from Bob Long, governor of California, and 

handing it to Senate majority leader Salmon Stanley. 

The ensuing struggle between the moderate Long and 

the left-wing Stanley involves the entire gallery of 

characters from contemporary politics in a way that 

bears an uncanny resemblance to the 2008 political 

season: After nominating a moderate, Republicans 

struggle to keep the support of the Religious Right, 

which can't go to the Democrats because their 

nominee is even further removed from their core 

issues, raising the possibility of a third-party candidacy. 

After his defeat, Long is unexpectedly thrown back 

into the race when Stanley's campaign is accused of 

buying off the Virginia delegation. Long decides to run 

as an independent and soon faces the unexpected 

opportunity of gaining the support of religious 

conservatives who are about to break loose from their 

30-year embrace of the Republican Party. 

W 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_Coalition_of_America
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1416576495/insidecatcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1416576495/insidecatcom-20
http://www.tomwolfe.com/ManinFull.html
http://www.amazon.com/Man-Full-Tom-Wolfe/dp/0374270325
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wyndham_Lewis
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As the California governor, Long had long been both 

pro-choice and pro-gay rights -- but after a grandchild 

nearly dies due to complications at birth, he undergoes 

a conversion. In the hospital chapel, Long promises to 

amend his life in exchange for the life of his grandchild. 

Reed's description is understated and plausible to 

anyone who's been at such a spiritual crossroads. 

Long keeps his promise, much to the consternation 

of his staff and the indignation of his wife Claire: "You 

sound like Cotton Mather. You're a centrist, for crying 

out loud, not a right-wing nut." 

 

Reed's evocation of the Religious Right is both 

authoritative and not entirely flattering. It's to the 

author's credit that he's willing to pull back the curtain 

on the wheeling-and-dealing that occurs between 

religious and political leaders. Given the author's 20 

years of experience, there's a certain authenticity to the 

scenes of political arm-twisting and not-so-veiled 

threats, made by people acting in the name of Jesus. 

The character of Dr. Andrew Staunton represents a 

combination of Reed's old boss, Pat Robertson, and 

probably Reed himself. Staunton's ego, a match for any 

politician, demands he be taken seriously at the cost of 

being labeled a hypocrite. 

It won't be the actual leaders of the Religious Right 

who are irritated by Dark Horse; it will be the 

newspaper reporters and television pundits. They are 

portrayed as uniformly hostile, dedicated to nothing 

more than destroying reputations and ruining careers. 

After Long, feeling over-confident, tries to get chummy 

with reporters, his media consultant takes him aside: 

  

"These reporters are not your friends," she shouted 

in a loud whisper as she closed the door. "Now that 

you are leading the polls, and you're on all fifty 

state ballots, they are going to turn on you like a 

pack of wolves. You are nothing but a piece of meat 

to them....  They are the enemy, Governor!" 

I'm sure there is already a conversation going on at the 

Washington Post about who the reporter Dan Dorman 

represents. Reed, who has been in the media crosshairs 

many times, gets some payback here, but he would 

have been better served by inventing at least one "fair 

and balanced" journalist. The strength of Reed's 

characters is that they all struggle to balance the 

demands of winning with matters of principle -- all 

except the media, who come across as one-

dimensional predators. 

I strongly recommend Dark Horse to anyone who 

wants a good read, an inside look at how national 

campaigns actually work, and the dynamics presently 

at work between religious conservatives and the 

political parties. 

Will Ralph Reed quit his day job? I doubt it. Regardless 

of the success of Dark Horse, Reed is far too energized 

by political combat to put his feet up and enjoy the 

detachment of a full-time storyteller. 

 

Deal W. Hudson is the director of InsideCatholic.com 

and the author of Onward, Christian Soldiers: The 

Growing Political Power of Catholics and Evangelicals 

in the United States (Simon and Schuster, March 2008). 

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1416524428/insidecatcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1416524428/insidecatcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1416524428/insidecatcom-20
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Bedrooms and Battlefields 

John Zmirak | Column 

6/24/08 

or modern folks like me, perhaps the most 

frustrating thing about the Church is her failure to 

be ambiguous. The Catholic moral code is 

frightfully clear about a long, long list of things, and 

leaves no wiggle room for those of us who'd rather 

form our consciences from papier-mâché and wishful 

thinking. For some 20 centuries, the greatest minds in 

the West meditated on Sacred Scripture, in the light of 

human reason, to form an elaborate and detailed 

tradition of moral reflection -- whose most important 

conclusions have been canonized by papal or conciliar 

declarations, some of them infallible. Which is, of 

course, kind of a drag.  

The most annoying intrusions of divine authority 

into the conduct of our own affairs occur when the 

Church attempts to channel and elevate our most 

primal instincts, the things pertaining to our animal 

nature -- by which I mean principally having sex with 

people or killing them. You needn't be a Freudian to 

recognize that these are two areas, historically, in which 

man hasn't always lived up to the Boy Scouts Honor 

Code. If you made a movie of the Old Testament, its 

rating would waver between a wary R and a solid NC-17 

-- depending on whether or not Mel Gibson was 

directing. Nor are the histories of Greece or Rome 

particularly inspiring, what with all the wars of 

conquest, which yielded all those tantalizing slaves.  

Things got significantly better in Europe with the 

arrival of the gospel -- which undermined and finally 

eliminated slavery, gave women the right to marry or 

refuse, forbade men to abandon their aging wives for 

younger ones, and drove the Church to develop 

shockingly strict criteria for waging war.  

St. Augustine did most of the heavy lifting in the 

construction of just war doctrine, whose most recent 

formulation you can find in the Catechism. The best job 

I can do of boiling down this complex teaching is the 

following, which I lift from my book The Bad Catholic's 

Guide to Wine, Whiskey, and Song: 

The Just War tradition specified that Christians 

should only take part in a war if it is 

• In a good cause, i.e., to repel aggression or 

protect the innocent. (No, "revenge," "a 

presidential sex scandal" or "an upcoming 

election" don't count.) 

• Waged by legitimate authorities.  

• Reasonably likely to succeed. 

• Unlikely, proportionately, to cause more 

harm than good. 

• The last resort after attempted negotiations. 

• Waged with the minimum force necessary, 

making every attempt to protect civilians. 

These criteria take all the fun out of war -- banning 

naked land-grabs, empire building, torture, mass-

rape, fire-bombing cities, and the use of America's 

10,000 or so nukes for pretty much anything at all. 

Since the Just War tradition is such a buzz-kill, 

Christians of a certain kind often argue it away as 

cleverly as a canon lawyer wangling an annulment 

for a Kennedy. 

In matters both of the bedroom and the battlefield, 

the Church tightened the screws on fallen human 

nature and imposed a code of conduct more rigorous 

than that found even in the Old Testament. If the kings 

of Israel had been permitted wars of conquest (with 

not much attention to the fate of enemy civilians), 

they could bed dozens of wives, and when necessary 

divorce them. The Church, citing Jesus' words and their 

implications, recalled mankind to the higher standards 

F 

http://www.amconmag.com/2004_03_15/cover.html
http://www.ewtn.com/expert/answers/just_war_CCC.htm
http://www.badcatholics.com/
http://www.badcatholics.com/
http://www.takimag.com/site/article/mutual_assured_damnation
http://www.takimag.com/site/article/mutual_assured_damnation


 

in
si

d
e
ca

th
o
lic

.c
o
m

 

19 

 

implied in the Book of Genesis, and made herself the 

champion of peace.  

To the lusty, land-hungry barbarians still moist from 

their recent baptism, the Church said essentially this: 

Sexual intercourse and killing are usually gravely evil -- 

except in certain circumstances, such as self-defense or 

marriage. That's a downbeat way of putting it, and I'm 

glad that John Paul II explored in his Theology of the 

Body the profound positive side of the Church's 

teaching on sexuality. But there's no soft-peddling the 

fact that compared to paganism, the Church demands 

that men spend a great deal more of our lives with 

swords, well, sheathed.  

 

Of course, Catholics constantly fell short of these 

outrageous rules, whose fulfillment is only possible with 

constant infusions of actual Grace. But they could never 

do so in good conscience, since the Church was 

unwavering in repeating these "hard sayings." Man's 

two most fundamental impulses must be ruthlessly 

diverted into the channels of justice: marital sex, and 

defensive war. These levees too rarely hold, but their 

very presence tends toward keeping us honest, like a 

wedding ring that just won't come off. Henry VIII felt 

the need to marry each of six wives in a church -- even if 

he had to found a whole new Church in which to do it. 

Likewise, the most aggressive Christian kings were 

constrained to search for justifications for their 

invasions and honor-feuds that offered at least the 

appearance of meeting just war criteria.  

The Crusades -- which nowadays we are required to 

ritually denounce three times a day, while facing Mecca 

-- were launched in defense of Christendom and the 

still-majority Christian population of the Holy Land living 

under Islamic occupation. Of course, even wars that the 

pope himself declares are just rarely turn out well for 

the civilians in the area. The most arguably justified 

Crusade, the first, saw the liberation of Jerusalem -- and 

the massacre of many of its inhabitants.  

Over the centuries, even combatants whose cause 

was obviously just -- for instance, Britain and America 

fighting Japan and Nazi Germany -- have employed 

means that the Church severely criticizes, such as the 

indiscriminate bombing of civilians. With the invention 

of weapons that cannot be used discriminately -- such 

as the "city-busting" nuclear bombs that, for some 

reason we and Russia are still pointing at each other -- 

Church leaders have grown increasingly skeptical about 

the practice of modern war. Of course, they no more 

blunder into the heresy of pacifism than the sternest 

orthodox Desert Father ever thought to demand 

universal celibacy. (It took the "spiritual" Franciscans to 

get condemned as heretics for trying to foist the 

Evangelical Counsels onto laymen as a condition for 

salvation.) So relax, guys -- no one's trying to take 

away your swords.  

Still, the Church has been sufficiently scathed by 

the memory of bishops blessing the troops on both 

sides as they marched into the meaningless slaughter 

of World War I to adopt a more rigorous attitude 

toward rationalizations for war. Since Pope Benedict 

XV poured out his heart trying to conciliate that 

conflict, Church leaders have striven manfully to talk 

nations off the ledge, before they plunged into the 

butchery of battle. Sometimes, of course, war cannot 

be avoided -- for instance, when an aggressor like 

Adolph Hitler is on the march. History proved that 

some dictators cannot be contained.  

 

But others can. (Even Stalin could.) There isn't really a 

Hitler hiding in every hut -- and if we let ourselves get 

whipped into a frenzy over every apparent threat to 

our national interests, we will make excuses for 

military actions that are unjustified and unnecessary, 

which means that they are sinful. Since we're talking 

about millions of human lives, I daresay they might be 

mortally sinful.  

We should at least consider the question, instead 

of dismissing the Church's teaching on war and peace 

as blithely as liberals do her teaching on birth control. 

If we don't, we might just look . . . ridiculous. As I 

daresay a number of theologians look today, for 

proposing that the Vatican revise the Church's 

teaching on just war to address the overwhelming 

http://www.amazon.com/Holy-Sex-Toe-Curling-Mind-Blowing-Infallible/dp/0824524713/ref=pd_bbs_sr_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1214194688&sr=8-1
http://www.frontpagemagazine.com/Articles/Read.aspx?GUID=06903B68-57BF-487E-89BE-947AFB22D673
http://oldarchive.godspy.com/reviews/Killing-Women-and-Children-First-Hiroshima-and-Nagasaki-by-John-Zmirak.cfm.html
http://www.cjd.org/paper/benedict.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fraticelli
http://www.takimag.com/site/article/patrick_buchanan_and_the_necessary_book/
http://www.takimag.com/blogs/article/an_inconvenient_miracle/
http://www.takimag.com/blogs/article/an_inconvenient_miracle/
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threat of Saddam Hussein and his weapons of mass 

destruction.  

Sometimes an historical moment in fact threatens 

to be a replay of October 1938, when weak Western 

leaders appeased a ruthless aggressor. But there are 

other times when our leaders are acting more like the 

ninnies of 1914. We have a grave duty as citizens and 

Christians to carefully discern which is which -- and not 

simply to repeat the press releases that come out of a 

friendly administration.  

We also must resist the shrill voice of nationalism, 

which tempts us to believe that our values, our way of 

life, are eternally true and should rightly be imposed on 

others through the use of force. (Can you think of any 

great empire that didn't say the same?) We must not 

mistake our flawed but worthy system of government 

for the Kingdom of God on earth, and our enemies for 

devils.  

But this is the central assertion of "national 

greatness conservatism" -- the muscular, interventionist 

foreign policy championed by Sen. John McCain, so 

dubbed by his most enthusiastic supporters (many of 

whom are Catholic). It insists that Western liberal 

democracy is the right system of government right now, 

for everyone in the world -- and that such a system was 

always and everywhere the proper model for human 

society. The Catholic monarchies and mixed systems of 

government that built up our civilization were sad 

compromises of men who were ignorant of all the 

moral wisdom that we modern Americans possess. We 

can feel a little sorry for them, for the likes of St. Louis 

IX. The poor man couldn't really help it: He was French. 

As Catholics who really believe that the cafeteria 

has closed, we have no right to snicker at the liberals 

who stock up on the granola of peace and justice, 

while we load our own trays with red meat mandates 

that mostly center on the bedroom.  

Sometimes, folks -- and I'm really sorry to have to 

break the news -- but sometimes killing people really is 

as bad as sleeping with them. Even if you're doing it 

under our flag.  

 

John Zmirak is author, most recently, of the Catholic 

graphic novel The Grand Inquisitor. 

http://www.cato-at-liberty.org/2008/04/14/a-cause-greater/
http://www.cato-at-liberty.org/2008/04/14/a-cause-greater/
http://www.johnmccain.com/Informing/News/Speeches/9ab40f08-d2ce-46c4-bae4-18e65994927c.htm
http://www.takimag.com/blogs/article/mccains_convention_speech_a_draft/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michael_Novak
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Weigel
http://www.antiwar.com/justin/?articleid=4515
http://www.ewtn.com/library/mary/louis.htm
http://www.ewtn.com/library/mary/louis.htm
http://closedcafeteria.blogspot.com/
http://closedcafeteria.blogspot.com/
http://www.takimag.com/site/archive/JZmirak
http://www.amazon.com/Grand-Inquisitor-John-Zmirak/dp/0824524357/ref=pd_bbs_sr_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1214194421&sr=8-1
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Eric Lionel Mascall 

Rev. George W. Rutler | Column 

6/24/08 

ature conspired in Eric Lionel Mascall (1905-

1993) to flaunt St. Peter's image of the body as 

a collapsible tent (2 Pt 2:13-14) -- at least I 

have not known such an agile mind in such a clumsy 

frame. He once stumbled over himself in the dark, and 

only his groan prevented me from stepping on his 

valuable head. And he was something of an innocent, 

too: When my parents had him to Easter dinner in a 

Manhattan restaurant, he had no idea why someone 

was dressed as a rabbit for the children.   

The body served him long, if not athletically, for he 

was pleased to have lived only a few years less than the 

fifth Earl of Aboyne, who had danced in youth with 

Queen Marie Antoinette and in his grey hairs with 

Queen Victoria. Born in the golden haze of Edwardian 

Empire, Eric lived to theologize about space travel. As 

the finest Thomist among the dying breed of High 

Anglicans, he was called the greatest living 13th-century 

theologian, but he had been trained as a mathematician 

and was prepared for the 21st century, considering the 

implications of aliens in need of salvation. He expanded 

the theory of Aquinas -- that any one of the Three 

Divine Persons could have incardinated on this planet -- 

to speculate: 

There are no conclusive theological reasons for 

rejecting the notion that, if there are, in some other 

part or parts of the universe, rational corporeal 

beings who have sinned and are in need of 

redemption, for those beings and for their salvation 

the Son of God has united (or one day will unite) to 

his divine Person their nature, as he has united it to 

ours . . . . 

Having known him since 1968, our friendship grew 

when I joined the Oratory of the Good Shepherd, an 

Anglican version of the French Oratory of de Bérulle. 

The Cambridge dons who started it after the First World 

War were solid figures like Father Wilfred, one of 

the stellar Knox Brothers. Annual retreats in England, I 

being one of the rare Americans, introduced me to 

some of the most affable men I have known, 

perpetuating the spirit of Little Gidding, which had been 

a model for the life they wanted. 

It was a wonder that Eric patiently abided the 

fraternity of the modernist Alec Vidler, for they were 

as night and day. Alec, who gradually sank into 

skepticism as his best friend Malcolm Muggeridge rose 

to belief, finally allowed that the only article of the 

Creed he knew to be certain was that Jesus had been 

crucified under Pontius Pilate. Alec grew a long white 

beard, which amused the queen when he was a canon 

of Windsor. He also was Mayor of Rye, having been 

born there next to Henry James's house. C. S. Lewis 

was less patient with Alec than Eric was, and found it 

quite remarkable "that we should have had to wait 

nearly 2,000 years to be told by a theologian called 

Vidler that what the Church has always regarded as a 

miracle was, in fact, a parable." 

Eric foresaw the decline of his ecclesial 

Communion and left me with no doubt that, had he 

lived, he would have acknowledged the infallibility of 

the pope. On a retreat at the Catholic abbey at Worth, 

he bid me spend a whole rainy day with him while the 

others went on an outing to the Brighton Pavilion: 

"Little do they know, George, that George IV's batterie 

de cuisine on display is actually that of Wellington." 

When Elvis Presley died, I spread a rumor that the 

most unlikely Eric had been a devoted fan, and by 

evening he asked me, with his unmistakable speech 

impediment, "Why are all the bwothers condoling with 

me about Elwis Pwelsey?" He spent a weekend in the 

lodgings of Professor Ian Macquarrie at his beloved 

Oxford, under the impression that Mrs. Macquarrie 

was the housekeeper. Saintly Ian told me that as 

affectionate evidence that the celibate Eric was not of 

this world. 
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Of his voluminous works, my vade mecum was The 

Christian Universe, in which he wrote: 

The faith which the Church has proclaimed 

throughout the ages, embraces and coordinates a wider 

range of human experience, opens up more possibilities 

of human living and offers in the end a deeper and 

richer ecstasy of fulfillment than any alternative way of 

life and thought . . . . 

On talent nights during retreats, one of the 

brethren with a gift for sound effects ritually imitated 

railroad engines and then, after some weak sherry, Eric 

would read one of his limericks, which eventually were 

published. Whenever I have a glass of Sandeman, I 

mutter the one about an altar boy of Dun Laoghaire 

who stood on his head for the Kyrie. 

 

Rev. George W. Rutler is the pastor of the Church of our 

Saviour in New York City. His latest book, Coincidentally: 

Unserious Reflections on Trivial Connections, is 

available from Crossroads Publishing. 

http://www.oursaviournyc.org/
http://www.oursaviournyc.org/
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0824524403/insidecatcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0824524403/insidecatcom-20
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For God and Queen: The Quandary of the English Catholic 

Joanna Bogle | Column 

6/25/08

ritain's Royal Family is often -- no, make that 

always -- in the news. Its position in the public 

mind has utterly changed over the past four 

decades -- from something that held a real, and 

understood, place in the constitutional scheme of things 

into something more like a soap opera, and often 

described as such. Which makes for a problem for 

people like me, who truly value the constitutional bit 

and could comfortably do without the soap opera, 

thank you very much. 

Recently a child in Scotland decided -- or, at least, it 

was announced in the press that he had decided, but it 

is possible that his parents had some influence on his 

decision, since he is only eight years old -- that he didn't 

want to affirm his loyalty to the queen when making his 

Cub Scout promise. The problem is that if you can't 

make the Promise ("to do my best to my duty to God 

and the Queen"), you can't really be a Cub Scout.  

I daresay some special arrangement will be made 

for him, but what was the reason given for his refusal of 

loyalty to Her Majesty? He's a Catholic, and apparently 

feels very strongly about the Act of Settlement and the 

fact that it bans Roman Catholics from the throne or 

from marrying into the royal family.  

Leaving aside for a moment the question of how 

much this eight year-old knows of our constitutional 

and religious situation as it has developed over the past 

few centuries, this does give us all an opportunity to 

explore an interesting question.  

As is well known, the curious twists and turns of 

English history have resulted in a situation where, in the 

21st century, there exists a law banning any member of 

the royal family from marrying a Roman Catholic 

without express permission from the monarch, and 

anyone in direct line to the throne from marrying one at 

all.  

 So are most Catholics now calling for a change in 

the law? 

Well, no, not really. Of course the law is absurd. No 

one thinks it is useful or necessary -- or, at any rate, no 

one who is prepared to say so publicly. When recently a 

minor member of the royal family married a Catholic, 

who was choosing to abandon her religion in order 

that her new husband would remain eleventh in line 

for the throne, a discussion on a British radio program 

had to be abandoned because they couldn't find 

anyone to defend the current law. It has become a 

cliché to state that it is possible for the Monarch's 

heirs to marry a Moslem, Sikh, Hindu, or Buddhist -- 

but not a Roman Catholic.  

Second, any disentangling of this muddled law -- 

for it is a muddled law -- would lead us all into the 

depths of the complexities about the exact status of 

the Church of England. And before you say, "Jolly good 

thing, too -- high time it was disestablished. Stupid 

bunch of woolly thinking people with liberal 

theological and wobbly moral opinions," please think 

again. The Church of England is only the latest 

manifestation of a bond between monarch and church 

that has created our nation. This can't be dismantled 

so easily. 

And is it really useful to spend time -- a great deal 

of time -- ensuring that Britain becomes, legally and 

structurally, a totally secular state? There will be 

implications for a thousand things: Will we be allowed 

to crown and anoint our monarch in a Christian 

ceremony? Start Parliament's proceedings with 

Christian prayers? Have a cross on our flag? We've 

seen all these dreary debates in America -- and the law 

suits filed by the American Civil Liberties Union. No, 

thank you. 

Third, we need a sense of proportion. As a Catholic 

teenager, I enjoyed giggling about the idea, when it 

B 
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came up in our history class, that none of us could 

marry the Prince of Wales. We didn't lie awake at night 

worrying about it. As an adult, I've found it useful being 

able to claim my status as that very fashionable thing -- 

a Member of an Oppressed Minority -- without actually 

suffering any inconvenience as a result of this 

oppression. It has proved useful several times in 

debates; it does no harm to remind people, once in a 

while, that religious freedom is a fragile thing, and our 

country's history is proof of it. 

And finally, Catholics in Britain are loyal to the 

crown. We honor the queen, and it is partly our faith 

that makes us do so. She sticks by things that matter to 

Catholics: God, personal and public responsibilities, 

service to others. She is a devout and regular 

churchgoer. She took her coronation anointing 

seriously. She makes sacrifices in order to fulfil her 

duties.  

So frankly we aren't bothered in getting a change in 

the law, and we place a higher value in the stability of 

the monarchy and its constitutional value than we do 

any sense of mild irritation that we have about our 

technical status in the eyes of the law. 

 

So we're left with only the absurdity of the thing. And it 

does have to be admitted that when we examine 

particular cases of the law banning Catholics from the 

line of succession to the throne, it does all seem pretty 

daft. 

Why did Autumn Kelly decide to convert to the 

Anglican Church in order to marry Peter Phillips, a 

grandson of the queen? Do we assume that that Miss 

Kelly was suddenly struck with the wisdom of the 

Thirty-Nine Articles, or wrestled with the exact meaning 

of Christ's words about the keys of the Kingdom, and 

the implications for the Petrine succession? We can, 

alas, probably assume that she wasn't well-instructed in 

her faith (at a guess, some Jesus-loves-me stuff in junior 

school, a white frock for First Communion, and a bit of 

social-justice talk in high school, with no real instruction 

on the Mass, the Sacraments, the life of prayer, or, well, 

anything much. Usual current Catholic education). She 

was cohabiting with Mr. Phillips before her marriage. 

She doesn't seem to have been attending Mass. 

We have to recognize the possibility that Miss Kelly 

became Church of England because she really did think 

it would be prudent to leave open the door to a 

possible glittering future following some catastrophe 

occurring to ten members of her fiancé's family. Which 

is ridiculous, and rather horrible, and frankly makes us 

think the less of her.  

I'm afraid there's no getting away from it: Insofar 

as the news that Miss Kelly had decided to renounce 

her Catholicism made any impact at all, it was to cause 

some minor, though polite, derision. Why abandon 

something of priceless worth -- your family's heritage 

of faith, passed on down the generations -- for 

something so daft as the thought that your fiancé 

might benefit from the deaths of most of his nearest 

family?  

Thus the absurd Kelly Saga ended with really just 

one, rather sobering thought. A bright, ambitious 

young woman marries, and in order to make things 

smoother all around, decides to abandon the vestiges 

of her Catholic faith: a faith for which martyrs have 

died, a faith that commands the respect and 

admiration of many. Had she chosen to retain even her 

nominal link with it, it is likely that she would have 

earned the respect and admiration of her future in-

laws. Queen Elizabeth II is a sincere Christian, whose 

own commitment to Sunday worship has never 

wavered, who speaks with evident faith when she 

speaks of Jesus Christ in her annual Christmas message 

to her people, who is no bigot, and whose respect for 

her Catholic subjects is clear. 

It was all just a bit sad, but it didn't start a major 

constitutional debate. What is, however, relevant 

about any discussion connected to the religious 

aspects of royalty is that God and monarchy are all 

bound up together. In an increasingly irreligious 

Britain, the solemn anointing of a sovereign is not a 

concept that will resonate as much as it should in the 

hearts and minds of most of the people. When Queen 

Elizabeth II was crowned in the austere and war-
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wounded Britain of 1952 (food rationing had not long 

been abolished, and London was still visibly bomb-

damaged), the ceremony was followed with deep 

religious faith and respect. People prayed. Church 

attendance was a big part of many people's lives. If you 

had started the Lord's Prayer among an average crowd 

of people gathered at some public event, all but a tiny 

minority would have known the words. 

Today it is different. At Remembrance Day services 

at war memorials in November, many (most?) Cub 

Scouts and Brownie Guides gathered there with their 

flags can't join in the prayer that was once the heritage 

of all, shared across the generations. Those who do 

know it might find it "uncool" to join in, and may be 

bullied for doing so. Hymns like "Praise my soul, the 

king of Heaven," "Abide with me," or "Eternal Father, 

strong to save" are strictly for the oldies. Young 

Catholics brought up on "Lord of the Dance" are not 

keen to share it with anyone, and mostly don't know 

the vaguely American choruses that are the staple of 

evangelical worship, itself a minority activity in Britain. 

That is the real issue confronting the future of the 

monarchy in Britain. A soap opera cannot sustain a 

constitution, and a fascination with the minutiae of 

royal domestic life is no substitute for a nation rallying 

to a time-honored institution rooted in a sense of 

shared heritage and nourished by spiritual values. Next 

time you are reading a bit of royal gossip, think about 

that. 

 

Joanna Bogle is an author and broadcaster living in 

London. 
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The Darkened Intellect Serves the Fallen Will 
Mark P. Shea | Column 

6/25/08

omebody (I'll say Chesterton, just to start 

another meme falsely attributing great quotes to 

him) once remarked that "the man who declares 

'The modern intellect can no longer accept the primitive 

doctrines of the Resurrection of the Dead, 

Transubstantiation, and a Trinitarian Godhead' typically 

means 'I'm sleeping with my neighbor's wife.'" 

These days, that also holds true even when the man 

means "I'm sleeping with my neighbor's husband." Case 

in point, a letter I received: 

I've been carrying a dialogue with an old high school 

friend who is gay. I began my position explaining 

fundamental tenets of the Theology of the Body, 

which proved moot after he revealed he does not 

believe in God. He believes humans are strictly 

animals, without souls, whose only distinguishing 

feature is our advanced intellect and ability to 

reason abstractly.  

Furthermore, he believes love developed as a social 

survival mechanism, born of some instinctive drive 

to perpetuate the species. While you would think 

this would render homosexuality obsolete, he 

defended all forms of "love," saying all human 

couples benefit society through their fidelity. For 

him, "love" is just a vague social manifestation that 

benefits the human animal, whether on an 

individual or public scale. He sees nothing spiritual 

or supernatural in its nature. 

How can I counter this argument? Every valid 

insight I raise is countered with "that's just the way 

we evolved." He admits there is something unique 

about human reason, but simply attributes this to 

the highly complex and advanced nature of our 

evolutionary development. Is there any concept 

that can hold up against this blanket response?  

I highly doubt I'm going to be much help here, in no 

small part because my reader's conversation is really 

taking place at two levels. The first is the abstract and 

intellectual level, in which everything her friend is 

saying is ex post facto rubbish whose entire function is 

to defend choices made on other grounds. In short, I'm 

highly un-persuaded that the most mathematically 

precise Thomistic discussion of philosophy or the faith 

would move her friend an inch, because the guy did 

not reason his way from profound faith to atheism by a 

dispassionate consideration of philosophy and 

theology. He's an atheist because it's the easiest thing 

to be in his circumstances, and that's that. He's made 

his choice, and the theology follows the will, not his 

will the theology. 

I don't mean "he chose be same-sex-attracted," 

since I'm highly skeptical that this involves anything 

that is very subject to volition. But there is a choice 

involved in acting on the orientation, just as there are 

choices involved in acting on any other disordered 

appetite. How to respond to those disordered 

appetites is, I reckon, best modeled for us by those 

who have done it. And I am no model there, because I 

have never wrestled with homosexual desires. Far 

better, in such a case, to talk with somebody like Eve 

Tushnet or David Morrison, who have lived out the 

gospel counsels joyfully and authentically. 

That said, I can imagine having a discussion about 

the theories of love my reader mentions -- not so 

much with her friend as for the benefit of a third party, 

who might be sitting on the fence, watching the 

conversation, tipsy on the zeitgeist, and tempted to 

believe the rubbish he is hearing from the gay atheist. 

So, for instance, if I were in cyberspace chatting with 

my reader's friend, I would continue the conversation, 

not so much for his sake as for the sake of an onlooker.  

 

My reason for this is simple. I'm not the Holy Spirit. I 

S 

http://eve-tushnet.blogspot.com/
http://eve-tushnet.blogspot.com/
http://www.beyondgay.com/
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can't change hearts. Confronted with somebody who is 

bound and determined to sin, the counsel of our Lord is 

shocking but sensible: "Do not cast pearls before 

swine." Somebody whose theology is entirely at the 

mercy of their willed indulgence of appetite is 

somebody who is highly unlikely to listen to a word that 

threatens that indulgence.  

At the intellectual level, you can make a number of 

statements that, while obviously true and obviously 

pointing to gaping holes in the gay atheist's rhetoric, 

will probably do very little to change the fellow's mind, 

because his rhetoric is designed, not as a sound 

argument, but as a fig leaf for his choice. As long as 

what he says provides a certain sort of psychological 

justification myth for homosexual practice, that will be 

enough to satisfy him, even if it doesn't persuade 

anybody with unclouded intellectual faculties. In short, 

so long as sin darkens the intellect, he won't be terribly 

interested in examining the fairly obvious flaws in his 

argument. 

 

But somebody who has merely been mau-maued by the 

media is not necessarily in the same position as the guy 

advancing the argument. Somebody who has simply 

been fed agitprop about (in this case) the glories of 

homosexuality as the source and summit of all that is 

noble, pure, and good -- and who vaguely senses that 

the arguments don't hold water all that well -- may 

respond to a discussion of the flaws in the argument. It 

is for them that I would point out several things. 

The first obvious flaw in the "homosexuality is a 

happy product of evolution" argument is that evolution 

is all about (and only about) selecting for traits that 

make it likely for the species to survive. It's fairly 

obvious to unclouded faculties that homosexuals are 

acing themselves out in the Darwinian struggle for 

survival, since they are not in the deep end of the pool 

of those mostly likely to pass on their chromosomes. 

That doesn't mean that homosexual orientation might 

not have "natural" causes, just as other disorders do. 

Nor does it mean that some sort of Just So story can't 

be concocted to overlook that glaring fact ("Same-sex 

attracted individuals could have made excellent, er, 

nannies in pre-history, thus guaranteeing a higher 

species survival rate, blah blah, etc."). Nevertheless, a 

fact it remains: As a Darwinian advantage, 

homosexuality is highly unconvincing.  

The second obvious flaw in the argument is this: 

Prove it. The reality is, we don't know what causes 

homosexual orientation. There are lots of guesses and 

few hard facts. My reader's friend has adopted an 

atheistic worldview, which leans him toward purely 

materialist explanations. But, of course, if we are all as 

into mere assertions as he is, we can just as easily 

baselessly assert that the cause of the atheistic 

worldview is that he is avoiding God and the rather 

obvious problems the gospel raises for those who wish 

to indulge their homosexual urges. It accounts for the 

few facts at least as easily as his own baseless 

assertion, and it doesn't have the gross disadvantage 

of being prima facie counter-Darwinian. 

Third, it is again rubbish to say that "all human 

couples benefit society through their fidelity." First, of 

course, the notion that human sexual groupings will 

automatically remain in the form of "couples" apart 

from the Christian tradition is a piece of provincialism 

that makes anybody who has a passing familiarity with 

life beyond Ozzie and Harriet laugh. Once you make 

mutual consent your sole criterion for licit sexual 

unions, the warm-and-fuzzy notion that "All You Need 

is Wuv" will shout down a lot more immemorial social 

"taboos" (oh that useful word for destroying sexual 

common sense!) than simply the prohibition on gay 

marriage. Every other taboo -- against trailer park 

unions between father and daughter, brother and 

sister, and various North American Man Boy Love 

Association couplings, against the person who really 

loves his or her dog or car -- must go as well.  

Every one of these unions (and other unions not 

named here) can be and have been marked by 

"fidelity" (i.e., mutual consent). The union of teacher 

Mary Kay LeTourneau and her sixth-grade paramour 

was marked by fidelity. So were the polygamies of the 

FLDS. So were the German brother and sister who 

married and had four kids. But it is barking mad (or will 

be till that "taboo" is swept away along with all the 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mary_Kay_Latourneau
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others in the insane rush to justify all sexual unions 

whatsoever on the sole basis of "mutual consent") to 

call such relationships "healthy" or "good for society." 

Here is the actual outcome you will get from the 

complete laissez faire approach to the family. 

Libertarianism here, as in so many other places, is a 

philosophy for people who are utterly uninterested in 

children. 

Bottom line: All attempts to account for the human 

person on a purely materialist basis are, in the end, 

inadequate -- for those who are not operating out of a 

clouded intellect bent entirely on justifying whatever 

their chosen sin might happen to be. At the same time, 

merely intellectual arguments against whatever self-

justifying rubbish is being spouted will almost never 

dispel the false argument in the mind of the person 

making it. Because the problem ultimately lies not in 

the intellect but in the will. For that, Scripture 

recommends fervent prayer to the Holy Spirit, who 

alone can change the heart. 

 

Mark P. Shea is a senior editor at 

www.CatholicExchange.com and a columnist for 

InsideCatholic.com. Visit his blog at 

www.markshea.blogspot.com. 

http://wcbstv.com/topstories/mineola.texas.kindergarten.2.754427.html
http://www.catholicexchange.com/
http://www.insidecatholic.com/
http://www.markshea.blogspot.com/
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The Case against Barack Obama 
Deal W. Hudson | Column 

6/26/08 

or the past six months, I have commented 

regularly on Barack Obama’s outreach to Catholic 

voters. Looking over what I have written, I 

realized that taken together these articles serve as a 

one-stop reference for Catholics who want to know 

where Obama stands on the non-negotiable Catholic 

issues.  

Before I get to the problems with the senator's 

candidacy, let me say that Obama strikes me as a likable 

man with a great deal of personal charisma. I'm making 

a case against his political positions, and not against him 

personally. That's an important distinction to keep in 

mind. 

With that said, there's no way to nuance this: 

Barack Obama's record puts him on the extreme wing 

of the abortion movement, and has already been 

labeled by one critic as the "infanticide candidate." 

Despite this, polls show Obama gaining traction with 

Catholic voters, and Catholics in general are trending 

toward the Democratic Party.  

Barack Obama’s stances on life and marriage issues 

are simply antithetical to Catholic social teaching. From 

the beginning of his candidacy, this has been Obama's 

greatest vulnerability in attracting Catholic voters ("Why 

Barack Obama Will Not Win the Catholic Vote," 1/7/08). 

In the primary fight against Hillary Clinton, for example, 

Catholic resistance to Obama's candidacy was obvious 

from the election numbers ("Obama's Catholic 

Problem," 2/27/08).  

Only with the departure of Senator Clinton from the 

campaign has Obama picked up steam with Catholic 

voters. Clinton will surely use her clout with Catholics to 

help the Democratic nominee, which will help break 

down the resistance of blue-collar white Catholics to an 

Obama candidacy. 

  

Obama's breakthrough moment with Catholics came 

with the surprising endorsement of Prof. Doug Kmiec, a 

well-known pro-life Catholic jurist who served under 

Ronald Reagan and George H. W. Bush ("Preacher Man: 

Barack Obama and the Gospel of Liberalism," 2/17/08). 

Kmiec's reasons for supporting him echo those of 

Obama Catholics in general -- the positions of the GOP 

on the war in Iraq, poverty, health care, and 

immigration are so objectionable that they feel 

justified in supporting Obama ("Doug Kmiec and the 

Lure of Obama," 2/20/08).  

Kmiec's position has been picked up by various 

Obama-friendly organizations devoted to influencing 

Catholic voters ("Catholics Organize to Elect Barack 

Obama," 4/2/08). Their strategy is obvious: Obama's 

Catholics will do everything they can to avoid the 

infanticide question -- along with all that it symbolizes 

-- and will try to foster a moral equivalence between 

their positions on prudential matters and the non-

negotiable life issues ("How Obama's Catholics Will 

Dodge the Infanticide Problem," 5/12/08). 

The debate among Catholics, then, is whether this 

list of prudential policy issues trumps the obligation 

taught by the Church toward protecting unborn life 

and families based upon the marriage of a man and a 

woman. 

In the past two national elections, there has been 

a 15 percent increase in the number of Catholics who 

voted for the GOP. Exit polling suggested life and 

family issues made the biggest difference. But in 2008, 

the Iraq War has destabilized the dynamics of the 

Catholic vote -- the steady migration of Catholics out of 

the Democratic Party to the GOP has stopped ("Can 

Obama Use Iraq to Win the Catholic Vote?," 4/8/08). 

Many Catholic voters are just too angry at Bush and 

the GOP over Iraq. 

F 

http://www.sacbee.com/110/story/896416.html
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20080528/ap_on_el_pr/campaign_swing_voters
http://insidecatholic.com/Joomla/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=3851&Itemid=80
http://insidecatholic.com/Joomla/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=2125&Itemid=48
http://insidecatholic.com/Joomla/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=2871&Itemid=48
http://insidecatholic.com/Joomla/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=2756&Itemid=115&ed=5
http://insidecatholic.com/Joomla/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=2796&Itemid=48
http://insidecatholic.com/Joomla/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=3281&Itemid=48
http://insidecatholic.com/Joomla/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=3627&Itemid=48
http://insidecatholic.com/Joomla/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=3330&Itemid=48
http://insidecatholic.com/Joomla/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=3330&Itemid=48


 

in
si

d
e
ca

th
o
lic

.c
o
m

 

30 

 

Oddly, when Obama’s list of high-profile Catholic 

supporters was announced, Kmiec's name was not on it. 

That may have been due to the fact that nearly all of 

the 25 governors, senators, and congressmen on the list 

had a 100 percent pro-abortion voting record from 

NARAL ("Who Are Obama's Catholic Supporters?," 

4/15/08). It's very likely Kmiec was asked to serve on 

the advisory council, but may have demurred when he 

saw the list of solidly pro-abortion Catholics. Former 

White House speechwriter Bill McGurn called them 

"NARAL Catholics" in a recent Wall Street Journal 

opinion piece.  

Bill Donohue, president of the Catholic League for 

Religious and Civil Rights, made national news when he 

called for the disbanding of Obama's Catholic 

committee because its membership was so 

overwhelmingly pro-abortion. One of its members, Gov. 

Kathleen Sebelius (D-KS), had just been warned by her 

bishop, Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann, to refrain from 

taking communion.   

Interestingly enough, not long after Donohue's 

appeal, all references to Obama's National Catholic 

Advisory Council disappeared from the campaign's web 

site. Perhaps the campaign realized that branding 

Obama's Catholic outreach with a Who's Who of pro-

abortion Catholics was not a good idea, especially after 

the warning shot fired by the bishop of Kansas City. The 

last thing the Obama campaign wants is a replay of 

2004, when John Kerry was dogged by story after story 

of bishops who said they would deny communion to 

politicians who obstinately support abortion rights. 

Several bishops have already shown their 

willingness to address this issue publicly in 2008. In 

addition to the statement of Archbishop Naumann, 

Boston archbishop Sean O'alley said in an interview last 

November that Catholic support for Democrat pro-

abortion candidates "borders on scandal as far I am 

concerned."  

 

Various pro-Obama Catholic organizations are working 

effectively to draw attention away from their 

candidate's weaknesses on fundamental issues. They 

are well-funded and led by people with extensive 

experience in the Democratic Party and the United 

States Conference of Catholic Bishops. They are not shy 

about selling their candidate through official channels. 

For example, pro-Obama e-mails are now regularly sent 

to the executive directors of state Catholic conferences 

(several have been forwarded to me). 

Probably the most sustained drumbeat of Obama's 

Catholic circle will be their support for building a 

"Culture of Life" in spite of their candidate's position on 

abortion and infanticide. They will argue that reducing 

poverty and improving health care, among other 

things, will bring down the number of abortions more 

effectively than passing laws outlawing the procedure.  

In response to this, Catholic voters should be 

reminded of what Archbishop Chaput said to Obama's 

Catholics. On May 19 he rebuked a group called 

Roman Catholics for Obama who quoted him out of 

context to justify voting for the pro-abortion nominee. 

The group had seized upon the following quote: 

"Catholics can vote for pro-choice candidates if they 

vote for them despite -- not because of -- their pro-

choice views." 

Roman Catholics for Obama deliberately left out 

the paragraph following where Chaput added that he 

could think of no "proportionate reason" to support 

abortion. "It's the kind of reason we will be able to 

explain, with a clean heart, to the victims of abortion 

when we meet them face to face in the next life -- 

which we most certainly will." 

Archbishop Chaput also pointed out that the 

emperor had no clothes when it came to Obama's 

candidacy benefitting a culture of life. He himself was a 

politically active Democrat as a young man at the time 

when Catholic politicians began invoking the 

"personally opposed to abortion" mantra. Chaput 

writes:  

For most, their personal opposition was little more 

than pious hand wringing and a convenient excuse 

-- exactly as it is today. In fact, I can't name any 

"pro-choice" Catholic politician who has been 

http://insidecatholic.com/Joomla/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=3398&Itemid=48
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB121426513087798463.html?mod=googlenews_wsj
http://www.catholicleague.org/release.php?id=1433
http://primebuzz.kcstar.com/?q=node/11658
http://www.catholicleague.org/release.php?id=1442
http://www.boston.com/news/nation/articles/2007/11/15/omalley_draws_line_with_democrats/
http://insidecatholic.com/Joomla/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=3910&Itemid=121&ed=4
http://www.archden.org/images/ArchbishopCorner/NewspaperColumns/ab_chaput_webcolumn.pdf
http://www.catholicnewsagency.com/new.php?n=12684
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active, in a sustained public way, in trying to 

discourage abortion and to protect unborn human 

life -- not one. 

Likewise, if Obama is elected, he has pledged to sign the 

Freedom of Choice Act during his first week in office, 

making it difficult for Catholic supporters of Obama to 

keep a straight face when talking about a culture of life. 

 

Deal W. Hudson is the director of InsideCatholic.com 

and the author of Onward, Christian Soldiers: The 

Growing Political Power of Catholics and Evangelicals in 

the United States (Simon and Schuster, March 2008). 

 

http://www.cnsnews.com/ViewCulture.asp?Page=/Culture/archive/200806/CUL20080612a.html
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1416524428/insidecatcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1416524428/insidecatcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1416524428/insidecatcom-20


 

in
si

d
e
ca

th
o
lic

.c
o
m

 

32 

 

Reawakening the Catholic Literary Scene 

Christopher Scalia | Column 

6/26/08

n April, Todd M. Aglialoro asked readers of this site, 

"What happened to Catholic fiction, and how do we 

effect its renewal?" This question -- which generated 

over 100 responses -- could be broadened: How do we 

renew Catholic literature? William Baer has been asking 

the same thing, and has been taking tangible steps 

toward providing a clear and convincing answer. 

Baer was the poetry editor of Crisis from 2001 until 

this spring, as well as its film critic for the past three 

years. A professor of English at the University of 

Evansville since 1989, his prolific output includes three 

collections of original poems, three poetry anthologies, 

translations of sonnets by the 16th-century Portuguese 

poet Luis de Camões, a novel, six plays, and four 

collections of interviews with other artists. 

"I always knew I wanted to write," Baer explains. "It 

was always just a matter of how I would approach it." 

He credits his early interest in writing both fiction and 

poetry to Edgar Allan Poe, and his enthusiasm for 

theater to his parents, who participated in parish and 

community theater in both the Bronx and Wayne, New 

Jersey. 

Early in his development as a writer, he recognized 

a need to convey a clear moral perspective through his 

craft. "I didn't think of it in Catholic terms," he says, 

"but whenever I wrote something, I wanted it to be 

morally appropriate. Then my writing got more 

specifically Catholic as I got older." 

Like many other Catholic writers, Baer believes that 

faithful Catholics do not need to convey a specifically 

Catholic teaching through their art: "Their work can be 

simply entertaining; or it can be moral; or it can offer a 

specifically Catholic perspective. Catholic writers can do 

all sorts of things, as long as they consider whether it's 

pleasing to God."  

 Baer devotes considerable time and energy to 

helping other Catholics develop as artists. In 2006, he 

founded the St. Robert Southwell Institute; named after 

a 16th-century English martyr and poet, the 

organization aspires to generate a revival in Catholic 

literature by fostering the talents of writers between 

the ages of 21 and 30. The centerpiece of the Institute 

is its annual writing workshop, which held its third 

annual meeting this June. (I participated in the 2006 

workshop.) 

His own experiences and development as a writer 

inspired him to found the Southwell Institute. "I grew 

up in a world where Catholic artists were taken 

seriously, and you couldn't even imagine that sort of 

thing nowadays. But it could change. I'm a big believer 

that small groups of people can accomplish great 

things." 

The writing workshops consist of 10 to 16 students 

and include daily writing groups, seminars on major 

figures like Dante and Shakespeare, and lectures from 

such guests as Dana Gioia, chairman of the National 

Endowment for the Arts, and Joseph Bottum, editor of 

First Things. While previous workshops had been 

devoted to fiction and poetry, students this summer 

focused entirely on playwriting: The students wrote 

plays in the first part of the week and performed them 

at the end.  

For now, Baer intends to focus on the annual 

workshops to establish a nationwide community of 

young writers. Once that community is in place, he 

hopes to start a press and even a literary journal. 

"Maybe other things like this will pop up, and other 

communities of writers will develop, and we'll start to 

change things." 

The Southwell Institute is not Baer's first attempt 

to change the literary landscape. With a handful of 

other poets (including Gioia), he has played an 

I 

http://insidecatholic.com/Joomla/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=3504&Itemid=80#jreactions
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important role in rejuvenating the health of formal 

poetry in the United States. Like most of his peers, Baer 

wrote primarily free verse as a young poet, but even 

then he sensed that something was missing from his 

craft. "I wasn't playing on the same field as all the poets 

I really admired," he says, so he took the initiative to 

teach himself meter and form. 

Still, there is more to his interest in form than the 

ways it strengthens the language of poetry. "I also feel 

that it's more appropriate as a reflection of God's 

universe," he explains. "There are laws that underpin 

everything, and I've always felt that formal poetry is a 

beautiful reflection of God's universe." 

He has also given outlets to other poets interested 

in form. From 1990 until 2004, he and his wife Mona 

edited The Formalist, a journal that offered a unique 

outlet for poets interested in practicing traditional 

modes of poetry. He currently serves as contributing 

editor for another outlet for formal poetry, Measure. 

His last two collections have consisted entirely of 

sonnets and ballads, respectively, and he has published 

a collection of interviews with major formalist poets 

called Fourteen on Form. 

As both the quality and the quantity of his 

production indicate, Baer's devotion to his faith has not 

prevented him from making significant contributions to 

America's literary culture. "It really is a challenge for any 

Catholic in any field," Baer concedes, "But I just had the 

attitude that I wasn't going to worry about it. When I 

look back on it now, it wasn't so difficult. God has 

taken care of me." 

 

Christopher Scalia is an Assistant Professor of English 

at the University of Virginia's College at Wise. He joins 

InsideCatholic as our Literary Editor. 
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Mass in the Gym 

Danielle Bean | Column 

6/27/08

n the wall behind the altar, where I am 

accustomed to finding a crucifix on which to 

focus, hangs an enormous clock, reminiscent of 

ones I remember from elementary school classrooms 

years ago. It hums as it tirelessly ticks its way through 

the Mass. 

When we stand for the Gospel, metal folding chairs 

scrape against the wooden floors and echo through the 

open space. Baby Daniel squirms in my arms and points 

to the basketball hoop hanging above Father's head. 

"Ba-ball!" he squeals with excitement. 

This is our parish, where we have Mass in the 

gymnasium. 

Our parish church was vandalized last month. In the 

late afternoon, someone entered the open, empty 

church and used votive candles to set fire to the altar 

linens, the wooden altar that holds the tabernacle, and 

the floor in the center aisle. Candles and a crucifix were 

strewn across the floor, and pages were ripped from the 

missals. 

All things considered, the damage was rather 

minimal. The church certainly wasn't burned down, and 

the Blessed Sacrament remained untouched. When Dan 

called from work to tell me about it, I looked up the 

story online and read him the news report from a local 

paper. I thought that I understood and accepted this 

horrible story for what it was. 

But I wasn't prepared for the photo. 

I wasn't prepared to see my spiritual home 

desecrated. I wasn't ready to take in the sight of a 

burned altar and broken candles in the place where my 

babies have been baptized, where my children have 

received their First Communions, and where we attend 

Mass together as a family. I wasn't prepared to see a 

place that is so holy and so real to me defiled by 

another human being. 

I felt like that altar. Gutted. Violated. Wounded. 

Burned. 

I thought of Christ, who was there, present in the 

tabernacle, when the church was attacked. He alone 

knew the face of the person who brought hatred to 

this holy place, who brought rage to this place of grace 

and love. 

Christ knows who did this. And yet He loves. He 

forgives. Always, He does. 

Repairing smoke damage from the fire -- re-

painting ceilings, re-finishing woodwork, and replacing 

carpet -- has required that our church remain closed 

for several weeks so far.  

When I attend Mass in our new and distracting 

location, I look around the gym and find familiar faces I 

am used to seeing at church. Seeing them here, 

though, under fluorescent lights beside the bleachers, 

feels like when I bump into the mailman at the gas 

station and have trouble placing his face at first. These 

people are out of their element. We all are. 

But my discomfort nudges me gently toward a 

broader understanding of Christian community. Our 

Church is supposed to extend beyond the walls of any 

building. Our Church is not made up of bricks, mortar, 

carpets, and pews; but of the hearts, minds, bodies, 

and souls of the people who gather together to 

worship God. 

And at its head is Christ, who once walked through 

walls and who continues to transcend our physical 

surroundings. The same Christ comes to us in the 

Eucharist -- in breathtaking cathedrals, in war-torn 

deserts, in humble huts in Haiti . . . and in outdated 
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gymnasiums where we sing hymns a capella and our 

voices bounce and echo from the concrete walls. 

Christ comes to us where we are. The same Christ 

who walked the earth, who healed the sick, who bled 

on the cross, and who rose from the dead is truly 

present here. Yes, here. He fills us where we are lacking. 

He strengthens us where we are weak. He heals us 

where we are broken and burned.  

I will always prefer beautiful, pillared churches with 

marble floors and awe-inspiring architecture. But when 

I receive Communion in the dusty gym, I know that 

Church is not a place. 

No walls can contain our God. He is right here, right 

now, with us. Amen and Alleluia! 

 

Danielle Bean, a mother of eight, is senior editor of Faith 

& Family magazine and author of My Cup of Tea: 

Musings of a Catholic Mom (Pauline 2005) and Mom to 

Mom, Day to Day: Advice and Support for Catholic 

Living (Pauline 2007). Visit her blog at 

www.daniellebean.com. 

 

http://www.faithandfamilymag.com/
http://www.faithandfamilymag.com/
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0819848379/insidecatcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0819848379/insidecatcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0819848557/insidecatcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0819848557/insidecatcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0819848557/insidecatcom-20
http://www.daniellebean.com/

